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Dear Parents, 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR SCHOOL OPINION 
SURVEYS IMMEDIATELY.  
Time is running out.  We need your responses.  Over the last 2 weeks 
families of Shorncliffe State School were given the opportunity to return a 
survey called the School Opinion Survey.  So far we have had a very poor 
return of these surveys and we need your immediate action if you wish to 
give us feedback on your level of satisfaction with the school.  Forty 
selected families were given the official survey however all families were 
given a copy so parents could give their direct responses.  
All information from the surveys will be collated and discussed by staff 
with the view to improving our service and discussing issues.   

 
 
Shorncliffe celebrating our 90th Year   
 
Note this date for your calendar 
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SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 
BEEFA’S BUSH BAND 

Time Capsule  
Rainforest Dedication 

Afternoon of Fun and Dancing  
Sausage Sizzle and refreshments 

available 
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BOOKCLUB 
The Bookclub due date has now been extended to 
Wednesday 26th August.  

 
P& C Pieces                  
pandc@shorncliss.eq.edu.au 
next meeting: Sept 9, 7:30pm 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our last meeting 
and helped with our decision making process.  It was 
nice to see some new faces.  Our next meeting will be 
back to Wednesday evening, September 9, at 7:30pm.  
We meet in the staff room.  Don’t forget to get your 
agenda items to us prior to this date. 
 
Tuckshop Update 
Many thanks to Robyn Fox for her work as tuckshop 
convenor.   
 
Our tuckshop is now operated by volunteers and is 
only operating on Thursdays.  Thank you to Paul and 
Debra Davis, for volunteering to oversee tuckshop 
operations, and to Susan Botting for her assistance 
and support.   
 
You can also support the tuckshop by: 

·  purchasing goods from the 
tuckshop 

·  volunteering your time to help 
·  donating plastic forks, spoons or 

napkins. 
Menu Changes 
The menu remains largely the same.  For regular 
updates check out the tuckshop page on the school’s 
website:  



http://shorncliss.eq.edu.au/wcmss/index.php/Tucksh
op.html 
 
These items have been deleted:   

·  salad sandwiches 
·  salads. 

 
These items have been added:   

·  fried rice (prepared daily)  - $2.50 
·  freshly baked mini muffins (banana or 

choc chip) - $0.50 
·  pasta bolognaise (prepared daily) - $3.00 

 
We welcome feedback.  Please email us at 
pandc@shorncliss.eq.edu.au.  Remember that the 
tuckshop is totally manned by volunteers – please 
give them the support they deserve. 
 

DAD’S BURGER & BEER NIGHT  
 

RSVPs close next Monday. 
 

Get in quick to support our school and 
give Dad a night off! 
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DON’T FORGET TO ENTER THE 
SAUCE NAMING COMPETITION!!  
 
Entry box is at the office until 
next week. 
 

 
Based on the classic 
French novel of the 
same name by Victor 
Hugo, Les Misérables 
was first staged in 
1985.  An emotionally 
powerful piece with 
superbly crafted 
music and lyrics, Les 
Misérables has 
something for 
everyone: drama; 
romance; action; 
treachery; humour 
and a stunning visual 
presence.   

Ignatians production of Les Misérables  will host a 
cast of 40 of Brisbane’s finest actors. With an 
extraordinary set which depicts the true essence of 
the show and an amazingly talented 30 piece 
orchestra this show will exceed all expectations. 
 
-Ignatians Musical Society 
 
Earlier this year, grade 4 student, Mabel 
McCormack  received a role in this production 
playing the part of Little Cosette. She has been 
rehearsing for the past 3 months to prepare for her 
performances. Many people from the school have 
kindly congratulated Mabel and expressed their 
interest in coming to watch the show. 
 
Ignatians Musical Society  has offered the 
Shorncliffe School Community the opportunity to 
purchase Adult tickets at a discounted price of $40 
(normally $45) for the Sunday 11th of October 1.30pm 
performance. Ignatians will also donate $5 from 
every ticket purchased, back to the school P&C.  
Please extend this offer to neighbours, family and 
friends.  If you would like to bring your child to the 
show the cost for a student ticket is $35. In the event 
that 20 student tickets are booked the cost will go 
down to $25 which is a huge saving and we will 
refund the $10 difference.  Could I just advise people 
to consider the running time of the show and the 
content before booking student tickets. 
 
To join the group booking please pay at the 
Shorncliffe School Office by Friday the 28 th of 
August  and leave your details on the clipboard 
provided. 
  
Les Misérables will run from the 18th September to 
16th October 2009 at the Schonell Theatre at the 
University of Queensland, St Lucia.  Further details 
are on the website www.ignatians.com.au or you can 
contact Eloise (Mabel’s mum) on 0413492457.  
 
STOP PRESS 
Possible Uniform Addition!! 
When it is not cold enough for a fleece but not quite 
warm enough for just a shirt, how about we consider a 
“mid” season Jersey? 
If you are interested in helping me move forward with 
this option please email the P & C Attn: Danielle and 
we can talk about it before the next P & C meeting. 
All input welcomed.  

 
The grade 5s went to Bunyaville State Forest Education Reserve 
for an excursion last Tuesday. 
When we arrived we were greeted by Noelene the Powerful Owl 
and transformed into the birds we had been assigned to.  



 
We played a nest building game. It was very difficult because 
we couldn’t find the materials that we needed make our bird 

nest.  

 
Next we had morning tea. 
While eating we 
discovered a package that 
said take to Powerful Owl. 
When Powerful Owl 
opened it she found maps 

of the forest. She showed us on one of the maps where we had 
to walk to get to the parliament. 
 
After morning tea we found information clues scattered in 
different places near the path that we followed. Some were on 
platforms, some in bushes and some were ever on the track. 
 
After a while we stopped to find out whose bird is diurnal and 
whose is nocturnal. Many were diurnal. Meaning that they 
come out in the day time to hunt and eat. After that we played 
a game where you picked a friend who was blind folded and 
had to trust you to lead them the way.  
 
After the end of a long walk we discovered the entrance to 
Cockatoo Island. All we had to do was walk over a creek on a 
plank of wood to reach the entrance to our destination. 
 
As we approached near the parliament, signs about matters to 
discuss came into view. As the suspense built we all became 
more excited. 
 
Soon something came into view. It was the portraits of our 
birds we had made in class. As we walked on we discovered 
the parliament. We started parliament straight away. We 
discussed if dogs should be banned from the forest. Both sides 
agreed and it became a consensus debate. 
 
After finishing parliament we walked to the bus and travelled 
back to school. The day was a great success.     
 
By Zali Fox & Renae Lowden   
 

  
 

On Tuesday the 4th of August, year 5s went to 
Bunyaville State Forest for an educational excursion. In 
class we are learning about birds and were all given a 
bird to research and a role in parliament.   
 
When we arrived we were greeted by our bird guide, 
who we called Powerful Owl which was her bird. She 
was to show us around in the environment for the day as 
we were unsure of our surroundings. Next Powerful Owl 
told us we had to make the same type of nest that our 
bird makes. Some of us had problems such as not having 
the right materials and environment.  
 
When we were going to morning tea we found a present 
that was for Powerful Owl. There was a note that said 
that the birds of the forest had been very busy placing 

notes around for us to find. In the parcel there were maps 
of the forest showing how the forest has been 
disintegrating.     
 
After morning tea we went and look at some bird nests. On 
the way we found some notes. Then we started walking. 
We then came across some more notes and a for sale sign. 
We agreed to talk about it in parliament. Then Powerful 
Owl gave us some bird eyes to show us what birds see 
when they look for food. It was amazing. Then we came to 
a building. We had lunch there. We got to look through 
binoculars when we had finished. Then we set out walking 
again.  
 
We walked through the trees in single file. It was beautiful. 
As we got deeper into the forest we could hear the birds 
better and better. Then we found a dead kookaburra and 
another note. It said 
that feral animals 
had done it. We said 
to talk about it in 
parliament. When we 
finally arrived at 
Cockatoo Island, we 
found the portraits 
that we had done of 
our bird in class. We 
were surprised to see them there as we had not put them 
there earlier on. The Clerk, the Sergeant-at-Arms and the 
Speaker all got robes to put on. The rest of us sat down 
where we were supposed to sit in parliament.   
 
The Clerk came in and rang the bell to signal the opening 
of parliament. The Sergeant-at-Arms came in with the 
Beak and Claw on her shoulder, followed by the Speaker. 
The Beak and Claw was put down in the view of everyone, 
and then everyone sat down. The Clerk sat down and 
announced the matter to be discussed which was to ban 
dogs from the forest. The Beak and Claw was taken out of 
the chamber and the Government and the Opposition left 
to discuss the matter.  
 
When everyone 
came back in 
and the Beak 
and Claw was 
placed back in 
the chamber, 
everyone was 
told what was 
discussed on 
both sides. The 
Opposition 
built on the matter and suggested that all feral animals 
should be banned. The final outcome was for all feral 
animals to be banned from the forest. 
 
We did not have time to discuss any more matters so we 
left Cockatoo Island and walked back to where we had 



lunch. When the bus came we all got on and went back 
to school. It was a great excursion and I’m sure everyone 
had a wonderful time.                                             
    
�

�����������	��
���
�����
����
�������������	��
���
�����
����
�������������	��
���
�����
����
�������������	��
���
�����
����
��� ���
As we climbed onto the bus we felt excited but partly tired 
because we had to get up earlier than usual. We set off on our 
journey to Bunyaville State Forest. As we got closer 
excitement filled the bus. We were finally there! First we met 
Powerful Owl whose real name was Noelene!!!!!!!!                                                              
 Then the government half of the group built nests while the 
opposition half observed. Then we swapped over. Then we 
went to build proper nests. This time we could build them in 
hollows or on tree stumps.   
 
Then we had morning tea. Sheridyn found a package with 
Powerful Owl’s name on it. Then she found two maps. One 
was a long time ago. One was 2001. In the 2001 map there 
was less forest due to urban development.  
 
Before we started the walk Lindsay found a bush turkey’s nest 
.It was a mound of dirt. The bush turkey had been working on 
it for two days straight. The nest was about a metre high.   
 
We started the walk on the way we found a note for Crow 
(Mrs Harris).Then we split up into partners for a blindfold 
activity. One person walked up the path blindfolded while the 
other person guided them. Then we swapped over. Lilly and I 
(Anneka) were partners.   
 
On the way we found a water rail’s nest. The eggs looked like 
they were glowing. They were also gold coloured.  
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