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A big thank-you  to Chuck Davies, Matt Squire, Mark Jones and Graham 
Eden for the fencing and levelling off of the bus shelter in the rainforest last 
Sunday.  You’ve got to be impressed with the play environment and the 
improvements undertaken in the last few months by the willing band of 
workers led by Graham.    
  
The school needs the following things to finish off some jobs around the 
school.  Please have a look around your back yard to see if you can help us 
out.  

·  copper logs  
·  fence palings 
·  rocks (anything over hand size) 
·  treated pine railings 
·  bromeliads  
·  steel spikes 

Or… Are you having a pool dug and don't need the soil?  
Or… having trees chopped down and don't need the mulch?  The school 
could use any of these things.  Please call Graham on 3269 4473. 
  

P&C Annual General Meeting Wednesday 11 th March commencing 
7:00 pm  

followed by the General March Meeting. 
( Quick note of thanks to the 30 plus parents atten ding last month’s 
meeting with an assurance that another location in the school will be 
found to better accommodate everyone for this month ’s meeting) 
March is the month of the year when our P&C organisation re-elects the 
executive at the Annual General Meeting.   It is very important to have a 
strong P&C executive managing and supporting student learning at 
Shorncliffe.   
Our current executive is as follows: 
President:       Lisa MacKenna 
Jnr Vice Presidents (fundraising):               Lisa Locke 

Lisa Carroll 
 
 



Treasurer:       Matt Squire 
Minutes Secretary:      Cate Balmer 
Correspondence Secretary:                   Del Jeays 
This executive has been dynamic and enthusiastic and I thank those who will not be nominating for another term. 
Congratulations on a great job. 
 
For anyone contemplating nominating for a position please understand you will be supported in and transitioned by the current 
office bearer and supported by an active community.  Our P&C also employs an administrator to assist the treasurer with 
bookkeeping, reports and balances.  I encourage anyone who thinks they can contribute to nominate.   
 
CAPTAINS 2009 
School Captains House Captains Performing Arts Captains 
Claire Harris Briar Jones Elizabeth Horrocks 
Meg Wilkinson Chris O’Hara Dana Bright 
Alan Pearse Erica Werner  
Orion Gardiner Jacinta Turner  
 Sean Austin  
 Amber Galvin  
 
STUDENT LEADERS 2009 

Student Councillors Playground Support Public Relations Carrot Club Rainforest 
Rangers 

Tinneca Andersen 
(prep) 
 

Maya 
Rees (yr3) 

Olivia 
Jones 

Viv 
Balmer 

Hannah 
Patten-Kuik 

Phoebe 
Pratt 

Meghan Bell (prep) 
 

Beck Phillips 
(yr4)  
 

Kirra Fox Cassie Latter Kate Northard Madeline Boulton 

Chloe 
Gannon (yr 1) 
 

Asher Horner-
Neal (yr4) 

Logan MacKenna Isaac 
Wilkinson 

Emily Redd Meghan Amiet 

Ruby 
Hollis (yr 1) 
 

Marius 
Kortyka (yr5) 

Lilly Bolton David Kavana Sophie 
Buckman 

Jehana 
Durndell 

Jordyn Woodward 
(yr2) 
 

Olivia 
Jones (yr6) 

   Alexis 
Harrison 

Abbey 
McFarlane(yr3/5) 
 

Niki Trott (yr7)     

 
Chaplain’s Chattering 

Hello all, and welcome back to another exciting year at Shorncliffe State School.  I trust you all had a wonderful holiday and are 
comfortably back into the routine of school life.  Personally, I had a great holiday catching up with the American half of my family in the 
US, despite freezing temperatures; and I’m equally excited about tackling the role of school chaplain this year at Shorncliffe. 
 
For those of you who have yet to meet me, my name is Tom Fittell and late last year I was appointed as chaplain at Shorncliffe and 
Sandgate State Schools 4 days a week.  While I’m a qualified and registered teacher, my role as chaplain is more supportive than 
educational.  I will be working to provide pastoral care for those who need it within our school community.  Typically you may find me 
interacting with students and teachers both in classrooms and in the playground throughout the school day. 
 
Another key part of my role here at Shorncliffe is the coordination and support of the Student Council.  This 
year’s student representatives, as I’m sure you’re already aware, are highly motivated to build, support and 
encourage a wide variety of community endeavours both within the school and beyond.  It’s quite exciting to be 
able to partner with them and empower them to achieve their enormous potential. 
 
While my time table is flexible, particularly with regards to major school events such as camps, my regular days 
here at Shorncliffe will be Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Please feel free to come and say hello and have a chat. 
 
All the best for the year to come, 
Tom Fittell 
 
Giving our children a chance to developing independence 
These days with safety concerns around our roads and the importance of knowing where our children are outside 
of school, parents and families have few opportunities where they can leave / release their children to taste and 
know the important skills of self reliance and independence.  All children need to know that they should be 
responsible for their actions and their property in school as well as home.  As parents, we can encourage 
independence by allowing our children to take care of their own property and routines.  This also can apply to 



school.  All parents know that through modelling and the encouragement of children to know routines, we teach 
them to think and act independently. 
 
It’s now Week 5 and almost Week 6.  It’s time for the older children to say farewell at the school gates and 
organise their belongings on the racks and in the classroom.  If a message needs to be passed to the teacher, please 
write a note and leave it with your child to be responsible or to hand it in to office staff.  We would encourage all 
parents to support the children and the teachers with this issue. 
 
Even though our prep students are very independent students, we would be appreciative if parents continued to 
escort their child to their classroom during term 1.   
 
Informal chats and ‘drop in’ interruptions to staff . 
From time to time, parents and teachers need to speak with each other.  This can be easily arranged by organising 
an appointment through the office staff.  Our teachers are extremely busy at this time, so we would appreciate 
your support by arranging time to talk and not ‘drop in’ when times are so busy.  Everyone enjoys an informal 
chat, but at  busy times, this can create more inconvenience and impact on the preparation of learning in the class. 
Busy sections of the school need to be kept clear, such as verandahs and entrances so everyone can move around 
quickly and safely. 
Thank you for your understading. 
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ARTS FESIVAL for 2009 has been officially cancelled to allow for the great-
anticipated Footsteps and Families Festival – Celebrating 90 Years on Sunday, March 22nd. We 
ask the parent group to get behind and strongly support the 90th Birthday Celebration team who 
desperately need further assistance and volunteers.   
�
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Most of the WORK STATIONS, DISPLAYS and ACTIVITY areas have been kindly filled by volunteer coordinators; we 
merely need some leg power on the day for an hour rostered time.  Help out, Get involved – you will enjoy meeting and 
working with other great parents. 

�
Do you know of a local talented group or band who w ould like to give some time 

performing in a casual environment for our families ………  

…...spread the word, calling all musical talent…Ova l Stage on March 22 nd, 10-4pm 

email Sharon bellachuck@optusnet.com.au  
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